Lesson 2

The Balochi nominal system
part 1



Noun forms

Direct case (no ending) is used
e asthe subject of the sentence (but not always, exceptions will be presented later)
E ketab gran ent. ‘This book is heavy/expensive/difficult’

A bachak wassh ent. ‘That boy is happy.

il (g S
Balach eda ent. ‘Balach (a boy’s name) is here
il 1) YL
Hani 6da ent. ‘Hani (a girl’'s name) is there!
&l ol Sl

Balach o Hani brat o gohar ant. ‘Balach and Hani are siblings (sister and brother).
il e 5 Sl 5 YL



Singular and plural

There is no difference between the noun in the singular and
the plural. Only the verb shows if it is singular or plural.

E ketdb gran ent. ‘This book is heavy/expensive/difficult.
) ) 8 s
A bachak wassh ent. ‘That boy is happy.
) iy S
E ketdb gran ant. ‘These books are heavy/expensive/difficult.
il Gl Sl
A bachak wassh ant. ‘Those boys are happy.



The suffix -a
Oblique case singular

When an -3 is added to the noun we get a so

called obliqgue form of the noun in the singular
which is used when the noun is a direct object
of the sentence. The direct object is the person
or thing which is affected by the verb action, e.g.

we see YOU, they wrote A LETTER, Peter bought
A BOOK

Examples on next slide.



Singular direct objects
with the suffix -a

E ketdba bwan! ‘Read this book!’
1Ol LS o
A bachakd genday? ‘Do you see that boy?’
Mardchi Hani Balacha gendit. ‘Today Hani sees/will see/will meet
Balach!
LR YL e (a5
Balach Hania nagendit. ‘ Balach does not see / will not see / will not

meet Hani.’

i Lila Z YL
When the direct object consists of several words, only the last word
gets the -a:
Balach o Hania gendan. ‘I see Balach and Hani.’

O8 Lila 5 =G



The verb ‘to see’

Note the forms of the verb ‘to see, to meet’ so that you can
more easily understand the examples on the previous slide.

gendan ‘| see’ nagendan ‘l don’t see’

genday ‘you see’ nagenday ‘you don’t see’
gendit ‘he/she/it sees’ nagendit ‘he/she/it doesn’t see’
gendén ‘we see’ nagendén ‘we don’t see’
gendét ‘you see’ nagendét ‘you don’t see’
gendant ‘they see’ nagendant ‘they don’t see’

(For Arabic-Balochi, see next slide.)



gendag <X ‘to see’



The oblique case with -a
after prepositions

The a case is also used after prepositions. Prepositions
are words like ‘on, in, at, for, to, beside, against’. There
are only a few prepositions in Balochi.

pa Balacha \¥L 4 ‘for Balach’

gén Hanid W o X ‘with Hani’

cha é bachaka b2 ) 4 ‘from this boy’
man é ketaba LS ) e ‘in this book’

When the preposition is followed by several words, only
the last word gets the -a suffix:

pa Balach o Hania Wl 5 zYL 4 ‘for Balach and Hani’



The obligue case with -a to denote
location or direction

Man shahra rawan. ‘| go/will go to town.’

Ol e s
Taw shahra ay? ‘Are you in town?’
T ) Hed o
A 16ga ent. ‘He/she is at home’
o) Kt

M3 eskula/madrasaha én. ‘We are at school

O (L) Y sSed Ls
Shoma Swidhana/Sueda ét? ‘Are you in Sweden?’

) (15 ) Ui gun L

(the words in red font are common in Iran, the ones in blue
font in Pakistan)



When the noun ends in -3

When the noun ends in -a the ending is -ya

pa donyaya Ly 4 ‘for the world’

Man marochi Issaya nagendan. ‘l don’t see Issa
(a boy’s name) today.” or ‘I won’t see Issa today.

O W) a5 e (e



The suffix -an
Oblique case plural

When an -an is added to the noun we get a so called oblique form of
the noun in the plural which is used when the noun is a direct object of
the sentence.

E ketdban bwan! ‘Read these books!’

1050 QLIS )
A bachakdna genday? ‘Do you see those boys?’

¢ _ak Glsan ]
When the direct object consists of several words, only the last word
gets the -an.

A bachak o jenekdna genday? ‘Do you see those boys and girls?’
¢l (a5 S|

(The a in the red font will be explained in the next lesson.)



The oblique case with -an
after prepositions

gén é sangatan ot&iu o ) R ‘with these friends’
cha & bachakan (%= | 4> ‘from those boys’

When the preposition is followed by several
words, only the last word gets the -an suffix:

pa brat o goharan ‘for the brothers and sisters’



The oblique case with -an
to denote location or direction

E kerr o gwaran ap nést. ‘There is no water in
this region.

.L'.‘“’:E.‘ L.:J U\J; 9 35 L‘




Unmarked direct objects

When a direct object is generic (i.e. denotes any member
of a class) it does not get the -a suffix:

Man ketaba geran. ‘I buy books (or possibly even only
one book, but not a specific book).

OIS QS (4
cf.
Man é ketaba geran. ‘I buy this book.’
OIS LS ) (e
Man é ketabana geran. ‘| buy these books.’
OV R GHES )



The individuation clitic =é

To denote a singular, often specific entity the clitic =¢é is added
to the noun. A noun with the clitic =é can function as subject
(and also as direct object, see below).

Ketabé beger! ‘Buy a book!’

| 5o s
Bachaké kayt. ‘A (certain) boy comes.
Jeneké rawt. ‘A (certain) girl goes.
sy S

Mardé atk. ‘A (certain) man came.”



e+3

A combination of é and 3 is used to denote a

singular specific direct object, particularly when it
denotes a human being.

Mardéa gendan. ‘Il see a (particular) man.
It can also denote a specific direction or location

Dega molkéa rawt. ‘He/she goes to another
(specific) country.

c_ui‘)\_v\ﬁjaé\gd



Direct objects with =¢é but without -a

There are specific direct objects with =é but without -3, often
denoting non-human beings:

Chizé genday? ‘Do you see anything?’ ?Liig Pt
Kuchaké gendan. ‘I see a dog. .08 Sa S

Pesshié (gorbagé) gendan. ‘I see a cat” .S (5 8) i
Pasé genddn. ‘I see a sheep/goat.” .o))a8 -

Méshé genddn. ‘I see a sheep.” .Oa8 ik

Bozé gendan. ‘I see a goat. .08 ~_

Goké gendan. ‘I see a cow.” .8 S &

Oshteré gendan. ‘I see a camel.” .0)a& o yidl



To be

To express ‘to be’, Balochi needs a verb in all
persons except the 3rd person singular. The
individuation clitic =é is enough in the 3rd person
singular. Ex.

Janéné an. ‘l am a woman. .0 —iia

Mardé ay. ‘You are a man.” . =) »~ 3

Bachaké. (no verb) ‘It is a boy.” . S=u

Jenek én. ‘We are girls.” .8 S (no individuation =é since it is plural)

Ostad ét. ‘You are teachers. .l 2Bl (no individuation =é since it is
plural)

Dhakthar (doktor) ant. .<xl I3 ‘They are doctors.” (no individuation
=e since it is plural)



Wordlist

ketab —US ‘book’

gran ' X ‘heavy, expensive, difficult’
bachak <= ‘boy’

jenek K ‘girl’

wassh Gis ‘happy’

eda 1Al ‘here’

6da 123 ‘there’

brat < _» ‘brother’

gohar J&S ‘sister’

bwan (s ‘read’ (imperative)
genday =X ‘(do) you see’
marochi >3« ‘today’
gendit <waf ‘he/she/it sees’
bale 41 ‘but’



’

nagendit <x255 ‘he/she/it doesn’t see
gendan a8 | see’

pa 4 ‘for’

gén X ‘with’

cha 42 ‘from’

shahr ,&d ‘town’

l6g <31 ‘house, home’

eskul Js5! (madrasa 4«_ ) ‘school’
Swidhan ¢Risw (Sued Y5 ) ‘Sweden’
donya W ‘world’

sangat <% “friend’

brat & _» ‘brother’

gohar J\&& ‘sister’

kerr o gwar X 5 X “direction, area’
geran X ‘I buy’

mard 2« ‘man’

kayt <8 ‘he/she/it comes’

rawt <& s ‘he/she/it goes’

atk <5l ‘he/she/it came’



chiz ) ‘thing’
kuchak <= sS ‘dog’
pesshi - ‘cat’
gorbag = 8 ‘cat’
pas o= ‘sheep’

boz » ‘goat’

gék <X ‘cow’
oshter »3 ‘camel’
janén i ‘woman’
ostad 2Bl ‘teacher’
dhakthar <13 ‘doctor’
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